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THE RULE OF EUTHANASIA IN ISLAMIC LAW :ANALYTICAL STUDY

ABSTRACT

The right to life is sacred in the eyes of the shariah. Allah created man and dignified him and
preferred him on many creatures with the mind, knowledge, intonation, good shape and noble
appearance when he was a sperm in the womb and in all his stages until he became another
creature, bless be to Allah the best of creators. Thus, the Shariah prohibits attack on oneself
unjustly and considered it an act of the greatest evils on earth and the greatest sins and evils after
disbelief in Allah. The problem lies in the presence of some chronic diseases that cannot be
treated and are not expected to be cured such as AIDS and cirrhosis of the liver and kidney
failure; therefore some claim permissibility of killing patients of such diseases out of pity or
compassion for them to get rid of their excruciating pain. Thus, the research aims to highlight
the rule of euthanasia in Islamic law that aims at protection of life — euthanasia or mercy killing
is “to facilitate the death of a person of a terminal ill; who is just waiting for his inevitable death
and cannot bear the pain, and he asks the doctor to end his life in a manner free from pain.” The
study adopted inductive and analytical approach to explain the views of the contemporary
scholars on the issue as well as the views of some Muslim doctors, and to know the rule of trial
which occurs to Muslim and how to be patient in enduring the hardship and to be satisfied with

the decree of Allah and to avoid despair in the mercy of Allah.

Key word: death, mercy, compassion, Islamic law
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